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PY Attempt the Character of 
880 Rev. Abthbr of the 1 5 
LY Sermon, would be vain 5 
8 needleſs. His great Worth 
and fingular Abilities; © His 


Piety, Prudence, Courage, Catholic Spirit, 


and other eminent Vertues, are remembred 
with a juſt veneration, by many Perſons 
now living ; and his Name will ever have 
an honourable mention in the Churches of 
New-England. — In particular, his 
excellent Talent o ſpeak a word in Seaſon, 


is demonſtrated in the ſubſequent Diſcourſe, 


wherein he has drawn the Pourtrature of 
the C-vetous Man, with great Judgment, and 


in ſtrong and lively Colours: And alſo | 


entred a ſolemn Caveat againſt the Election 
of Such, to Places of Truft and Power; 
| inaſmuch 
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PREFACE. 
inaſmuch as Men of Srdid, Mercenary, and 
Contratted Spirits, are not only unſervice- 
| able to the Public, but in exalted Stations, 

are forever baneful to Human Society. 


Theſe being Truths at all times of juſt 
| cbacern and importance to the Public, it 

|| is not , doubted that the. Inhabitants of 
=y Boſton, inſpir'd with a ſenſe hereof, will, 
| __ » at their Anniverſary Elections, both in 
| March and May, be careful to manifeſt a 
| zealous regard to the Intereſt and Safety of 
= - the Town, — That ſo good and worthy 
| an End may be promoted, This Sermon ig 


: ; now Re · printed, and heartily | Recom- 
„ 5 mend etc. EL 
* © Boſton, Feb. 23. | | | E: 
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Tberime forChuſing Town Officers Sine 
near, I ſhall expreſs my regard tothe good 
of the Town , by a brief Diſcourſe on that 
KR; of Jeruno, vi. 


1 * 


2d 
= 
15, 


' EXODUS 8. .. 8 


Moreover thou ſbalt provide out of all the Pro- 
ple, Able men, Ach as fear God, men 
Truth, Hating 1g Covetouſneſs ; and plate ſuch 

m- over them, to yy Rulers of Thouſands, and 

| Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of F we and 


DER of Tens.” 


2] read, Exod. 2.18. That Ads fled Sew 


"© 


_— into oreb Dar of _—_ and Mg, 
arri er thro, | 
— Prieſt or — The — 
1 i hs Aled, 3 — 
— 55 conſidering the Character 
is ſuppoſed ro be deſcended” -. 
rom at i given of — the he ain the time between 
Lrabham and Moſes ; he was the Greateſt Man of the 
aſt, not only as to Riches and Eftate, but alſo in 
1 , and Awtborily ; For, When be <vent ont to the 
7 through the Ohl en he prepared his Seat in the Street. 
ve Young men ſaw bim, and hid themſelces, and the Aged 
ye, 9 The Princes refrained talking, and laid 
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qr rg" b NA MAN *. 
—.— m Q 7 , 10, 2 
2 — bog Goe — I 12 . ar 
hree Friends were directed to go > id T. 2 their 
ä — — and he was to Pra 4 them, which he 
did, and the ord accepted him 42. C, o, 10. Deng | 
thus conſecrated by God, he on. be filed P whe. d 


thro wes deſibged ? ha Midion, the God, 
ae Fre wa by his Wife Keturab, . 2, A 
Prie , Or Pains of Man, 
* 1 ierdec King of Salem, * Pri ot the _ 
1 Go abi, work the True 
Gd. . in vi per 
Moſes by expreſs Comin from God, departed from 


an to go into „taki his Wife and two Sons 
2 4 'But r God manifeſted his 
pleaſure agai him, eeung ro Circumciſe 
his Son, ; be Gene hie Wi Children back unto 


thro; who remained with him until the happy Con- 
mentioned in this Chapter. 

It is conceived that this part of the Hiſtory i is trand- 
_ poſed; becaaſe it appears that this meeting was after 
the giving of the Law : when Meſes ſar as Fudge ; both 
twetplain the Mind and Will of God to the 33 
and to determine matters in Controverſy 
the Law. That ic ſhould therefore in point of, Jap 
Lt rn after the oth rerſe of the Loth of | 


Fecher dad i hes ewn Land, a account of the 
wonderful. deliverance God ha granted his People 
Fran, from the Land of Egypt, under the Conduct of 
his Son- in- law Ai; and there fore moves towards him, 
with his Wife and Children; Moſes: went out to meet 
him; and after the joyful Congratulation,and they * 
come into the. Tent; duiſes gives him a more 
account of the merciful — diſpenſations of 
ns EEE eG ſinco he left him in 


This 
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This filled the heart of the Good old Man with joy, 
which he expreſſed, by arknowledging' the tranſcendent 
Glory,and excellency of theGod of {frael ; by offering ef Bum 
ings and Sacrifices, and feaſting with Aaron, and the 
ders of Harl before God, Exod. 18. 12: ſo joyning with 
the Church of Hfrael, in the Solemn Worſhi of God. 
© The day following, Moſes fat to Judge thePeople,who 
ſtood before him froth morning to evening; which his 
wiſe Father-in-law obſerving, teſtified his diſlike of, as. 
a method that would be very prejudicial hoth to him- 
ſelf, and alſo to the People: to prevent the inconveni- 
ence, he propoſeth an expedient; yet, as a good; as 
well as a wife man, ſubmits to the determination of 
God himſelf, v. 23. If then ſbalt do this thing, and Ged 
command thee ſo, then ſbalt be able to enditre, and all this” 


prople ſhall go to their place in peace. His advice was to pro- 


vide out of all the People, a certain number of Officers, 
who might bear the burthen with Moſes. 55 

© Moſes was ſenſible of the neceſſity of complying witn 
this advice, -and acknowledged before the Congregation, 
tha: ke was not able by himſelf alone, to bear their cumbrance, 
their burthen and their felfe Deut. 1. 12. The People - 
therefore, having by bis direction, Choſen a ſufficiene 
number of Perions for divers Offices; Moſes made 
them Heads over Iſrael in ſeveral Diſtricts, with a moſt 
ſolemn Charge; ſaying to them, Hear the Canſes betwecn 


yeur Brethren, and judge righteouſly beteveen every man, 


and his brother, and the Stranger that is withbim ; ye h- 
not reſprtt perſont in judgment, but you ſball hear the ſmall, 
as will as the great; you ſb il not be afraid of the face of 
man, for the judgment is God's ; and the Cauſe that is tro 
tid for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it. Deut. 1. 
16, 17. | 5 | | 
The Djvine Approbation of this advice, is manifeſt by 
that ſtanding Law, Deut. 16. 18. Judges and Officers ſb-It 
thou make thee in all thy Gates, whirh-the Lord tly God 
giveth thee, throughout wy Tribes, und thry all judge the 
people <vith juſt judgment, thou ſbalt not cureſt judgment, 
row Halt not reſpect perfent, neither take a gift; for a 9 


Iz TAAOf Ale Recommended 
| blind the eyes of the wiſe, and pervert the  wyords © 
the Righteous, * * ewhich is altogether juſt ( rad 
Fuſtice ) ſbalt thou follow. N e | 
n great Reformer, King Jehoſbap bat 
| 78 Land, r Gittes of 
udah, Gty by City, with the like fol harge, 2 Chron. 
19. 5,6, 7. He ſaid to rag ay „Tate heed cbt you 
8 i 
judo men; Wherefore now t the 
Lad be — take heed and do it: for 63 6 pier 
72 "4 the Lord our God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking - 
54 8 

In the words of the Text, Fethro manifeſts both his 
Wiſdom, and his Piety, in directing not only to a ſui- 
table number of Officers; but to thoſe qualifications 
which were neceſſary for the diſcharge of their duty, 

in their ſeveral Stations. | 
< ethro mentions four qualifications ; Able men, ſuch 
as fear God, men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs: Moſes 
mentions three more, Wiſe men, and Underſtanding, 
and known your Tribes, Det. 1. 13. Under 
theſe ſeven, all ot! good Qualines and Vertues be- 
ing comprehended ; Ifhall briefly explain, and diſtinr 


1. Wiſe men, men of gay an acumen or ſharp», 
neſs of underſtanding, eaſily, and fpeedily to penetrate 
into the nature and qualities of things; Men of large 
Capacities ; in a degree anſwering the Character of 
tomon ; to whom God gave largencſs of heart, even as the 
Sand on the Sea ſboar, 1 King. 4.29. Men who have right 

:  Jdeas, notions and conceptions, and that in great abun- 
dance; Men that can diſcern the-true ſenſe of the 
Law; and diſtinguiſh between things that differ: be- 
tween Plea and Plea; and not be impoſed on by the 
Sophiſtry of thoſe who would pervert Jultice and Judg- 
ment, for filthy lacres ſake. | | 

2. Men of Underſtanding, h. e. of prudence and diſcre- 


. 


ad Oat "he. cn a. 


r e wee ms oe. 


t 
Yon ; for <viſdom dwells with prudence, and finds out know» ts 
ge of uf inventions, Prov. S. 12 Men that know bow. 
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Stations b Divice Providence, to 405 therein EE 


will keep Faith with tt the Pub 
to maintain, and preſerve the Publick Faith. 
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to diſpoſe things into a gue method and order, _ _ 


proper time and ſeaſon ; that matters may appear 
a clear light, and that Jultice may not be deferred, or 


delayed; ; delays often proving more pernicious chan a 


wrong gment. n 
1 not obteure men, 


who hide their Talents in a Napkin, ; but Who have 
red to be of n Publick opts and have — 


tg as Perſons for Þ blick ee FL 


4 Able men ; ſtrong men, men of Fortitude, Couray 


and Reſolution, that will not be diverted from 


duty by frowns, nor ſmiles ; Men that have an _ 


1 Flatterers, and Flattery.; Men 
Gare o do Juice, e. there 4 are 8 and 


in the wa 
5. Fearing Cad”, 
know and own the So 


to whom they are accountable ; Men that dare do fig 
contrary to the Mind of God, becauſe they fear 


118 that dare do all that God Commands, becauſe 


they fear him, relying on his protection for their de- 
r 
6. Men þ ; or True Men: "nor Med of a dow 


ble Heart, nor double a e; not Nee 
People be enſnared, Jo wag? o. Men that love Huth. rn 


ſpeak Truth, and at ein for Truth; Men of Fait 


whoſe words and promiſes ma Ay; n : Men who 
an very careful 


. Men bating Covetouſneſs ; as an Evil moſt deſtructive 


man Socie : No Man's Life, Eftate or Intereſt 
is ſecure, where vetonſneſs reigns. 'Naoth found it ſo; . 
becauſe he would not part with his Father s Inheritance, 
40 ſatiafic the covetous * ire of Ahab, à method . 
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found to deſtroy his Life, that his Vineyard might be 
poſſeſſed by that Abab, who tho* a King, made himſelf 
A Slave, SeZing bimſclf to work evil in the ſight of the 


1 Kin, 21. 20. Therefore in chuſing Publick 


Officers, be ſure to avoid Cvetous Men ; let them be 
Men Hating Covetouſneſs. 3 


Tue DOCTRINE to be incſted on, is only this : 


DOCTRINE 


In Chuſing Perſons for Publick Offices, and Embl.yments, 
there ought to be ſpecial Care that they ave Men, Hating 
2 Covetouſneſs « + . | 


For the cleating and proving of this DOCTRINE, 
1 ſhall inſiſt on two Propofitions. 22 

_ » PROP. I. I Chuſing of Perſons for Publick Offices, and 
Employments, reſpecf 2 to be had to thi ir Qualifications 


1 uch Offices and Emplcyments. 4 
f his ĩs ſo prong. the light of Nature, that no ra- 


tional Man will chuſe a Servant, or a Slave that is not 


tt for the Work he dehgns him. 


* 


Ws f - 0}, I 
I. Choice is a free, deliberate and diſtinguiſbing act of the 
"Mind. In this caſe, it is ſuppoſed that divers Perſons 


ſtand as Candidates for ſuch an Office or Employment. 
Every Elector hath a determining Vote, as far as it 


reſpects Eimſelf, which of the two is beſt qualified for 
Lich a Station, and by his Choice teſtifyeth a peculiar 
reſpect to the Perſon he thinks moſt worthy. 

2. As there are different s and Employments, ſo there 
are different Gifts which adapt, or fit for ſuch. Offices ; 
and different meaſures and s of thoſe Gifts. The 
_ Father of lights, from whom every good and perfect 
gift comes, doth diftribute common Gifts for the good 
and benefit of Human Society, as well as Sji-itual 


Gifts; for the benefit of the Cihuroh ; diſtributing to every 


done ſeverally as he will; all are adapted to ſome ule or 
Fe 3 | 3% x 2 vB © 4 * » 2 SiS © fer vice: 
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by thoſe who ſeek their on Intereſt, by their * 
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ſervice: The greateſt Prince cannot ſay to the meaneſt 
Peaſant, I have no need of thee; for the King himſelf 
is ſerved by the field, Eccleſ. 5. 9. not only by the pro- 
duce of rhe Field, but by the labour of the Husband- 
man that worketh' in the Field. Now Choice - ought 
to have reſpect to Divine Providence; conſidering who is 
it that the Szpreme Governour of the World doth indi- 
gitate, or point me to, as fitted for ſuch a Station, by 
the * qualifications he hath beſtowed upon him? 
Election of Officers ought to be attended. unto with 
ſeriouſneſs, looking up to God for direction, his Glory 
is concerned in their management; the judgment 1s 
God's ; and they ought to act in his name and fear, 
for his Glory. n 

3. Th have a liberty for Choice, and not to reſpect quali- 
cations, is to triſte in @ matter of greateſt i ance : It is 
to flight a priviledge, which ſome Heathens would 
ſooner part with their Lives, than their Children ſhould 
be deprived of: It is to imitare the Sin and Folly of 
au, who for 4 morſel of meat ſold bis birth-right. Oh? 
how often do Men ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed on 


or credulity ; little Emiſſaries are often imploy 

falſe repreſentations to divert from the Choice of the 
moſt Uſeful and Vertuous, and to engage a Party to 
ſerve the Govetcus, Ok! how often have flouri ng. 
Ce, _ 33 been loſt, ruined and ſpoiled* of 
all their Glory, by ungrateful and perfiadtous tes, 
'who were Choſen 7 ſerve — Publick. Imere * is 
therefore of the Iaſt importance, in Chithng Perſons to 
Publick Offices, to have reſpect to their ©#:lifeations, 
That then be wiſe, umierſtam ding, known among the 'tribes, 
able men, fearirg God, men of Truth, Haoting Coontcuſneſs. 


Which leads to the Second Propofition, 


© PROP. H. V Ching Ferſors to be Publick Officers, 
"there cug! t lo be ſpecial care tl at they be men hatirg Gve= 
zouſrſs. The holy Apoſtle Part in giving the qualifi- 


Cartons for Biſhops and Deacons, doth in a very parti- 


i lar 


mt be Blameleſs, &c. not greedy of filthy Iucre, not 


ployment of the rene, is to fulfil the wilt or 
fires of the Robb, and of the mind: All their labour and a; 


from other luſts 


Te 


8 Je Adulce Recommend, 
cular manner warn againſt the Covetons, A Biſhop 


r 6 16 . 

gree 1 Tim. 3 3, == I. 7. not gio- 

en to filthy Iucre. I. Gelen hep. I 41.. 
F fo are Geda „ Oden es the 
rate 


| In clearing this Propoſition, I ſhall anſyer three 
"Gt. 1. What is Gwetouſueſi ? 
WAN (ii coy ug to be Men hating Groetouf- 


| yang there tobe care that Per- 
3 een. ho 


6 rave, &c. not 


| "HE 1. Was is Getafe 


intend only x:66 explain . in 
Iz and not to courſe of the various ways & me- 


Fj. *..4 s whercin this Sin doth appear. + 


wr I. Covetouſneſs is ſometimes mſed as a term that cm- 


nds all irregular and inordinate inclinations, and motions 


I 25 n the firſt motions of 
ve 


nature et ſin; the firſt ſes of Ind well- 


8 reting, or Luſting. 
not known Juſt, or concupiſcence, except the law had ſaid, 
. thow ſhalt not Covet; 1 n by the mmand- 
went, wrought in me al manner of Concupiſcence, Thus e 
very man. is tempted when be is 13 de of his own luſt 
and enticed; * when Iuſt hath conceived, it N ort b 

a; and {in Ww it is fn bed, bringeth forth deat am. 
So; I4, 12 Thin, every imagination of the thoughts of mans 
beart, are only evil continually. Gen. 6. 5. And the ＋ 


their riſques & haxards, are only to this end; 1 wake 


D | A for the fla, to fulfil the Infts thereof, Rom. 13. 14. 


. 2.  Covetouſneſs is commonly taken in a more limited or 
ut ſenſe, for a peculiar 2 or kind Tuc 27K di ingebed 
5 An Object. been — 


Rom. 7. 7. 7 


S Sir. 
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diſtin the ſeveral ſorts of luſts that 28 
wor — 1 e of 
the Ol is price of fe Covetomſneſs 18 a 
eyes, having Riches for the Object; The hot Arete 
faith, The love of money is the root of all evil. Coveteaſmeſe 
is the firſt expreſſion of that love, which is predominant. 
in them o_ will be rich. . 4 
Covetouſneſs is a diſtemper of t manif 
i ſuf in a conſtam, grecdy, inſatiable defore Riches, 
and em: loyeth the whole man in various to 
n erg after Richer; 
is 4 the Sou 4 
8 nan 2 will be rich, 1 Tim. 6. 9. Riches, 
Mammon, is their chiefeſt good, 1 latons their Tel, 
and they are termed [dolaters, + term it a 
diftemper of the Soul, on a doub 9 (1.) To. 
v that it is ſeated in, and proceeds from a Soul that beth. 
hft 1. Original Refitude. It proceeds from the heart 
of man as depraved with Original Sin, Mat. 7. 22. O 
of the heart proceed evil thonghts, &c Covetoryneſs. Man be-. 
Rug wade after the Image of God, and for the enjoy- | 
ment of God as his chirfrft good, and laſt end; while he | 
remained in his Integrity, there was a bleſſed calm add 
ſerenity in his mind; a Harmony; all his motions were; | 
egular, be ſought his happi in the way God had | 
9 improving all the Creatures to lead him un- | 
his reſt in God. But having loſt that happineſs, he 
1 - rqelaſ Creature, ſeeking it where he can, under | 
he conduct of an erroneous, and vain mind, preferring 
' trifles before the moſt ſubſtantial good; Laws bs 
happinels in ſenſual pleaſures, running into exceſs and 3 
others ſeeking after Honaurs, and Prefermentt: But 
he Govetows man ( who eſteemeth himſelf the wiſeſt of 
he three) ſaith, money anſwers all things; if I can but 
get enough of that, I can purchaſe Honowrs and Pla 
es; therefore laying alide all other deſigns, but what 
ire ſubſervient to his main end, he ſaith, be will be rich, 
2. De is termed a 25 „to diſtinguiſh 
* 8 deſire competent ages . 
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the good things of this life, for the ſupport of our ſelves, 
and rhoſe under our Charge, according to our ſeveral 
Stations. Our Heaverly Father knoweth that cb have 
riecd of theſe things ; and requires us in the diligent uſe of 

yoper means, to manifeſt our dependance on him for 
ach a competency; hence we are directed to pray för 
our daily bread; that God would feed us with food convenient 
for us; that which is a 2 for a ſingle perſon, 
is not for a Family; and that which is a competency 
for an Husbandman, is not for a Prince: That God who 
hath ordained Pallet Offices, Sacred and Civil, and 
calleth Perſons whom he qualifieth for ſuch Stations, 
therein to abide with him, attending on the duty of 
i their Callings; alloweth them a ſuital le | There 
. is an accuiſed Leeclling Spirit in the World, which I 
0 cannot teſtiſie againſt with a ſufficient indig nation; It will 
| ſtarve Religian and Learning out of Laxd; thoſe of this 
temper would hardly allow ſo much to Gui or E. I- 
aftical+ Officers, as to the meareſt Artificer, or Nay- 

bourer. This 1s contrary to diſtributive ſuſtice, and t 
Rule thereof. The holy Apoſtle, who ſaith, Rulers 
are the Miniſters of God ſor good: h. c. to thoſe un ier 
their Government: requires, for tis cauſe to pay tribute al- 
ſo, for they are Gods Miniſters, attending continually upon 
this very thing ; Render therefore to oll their dues; Tribute 15 
<whom Tribute is due, Giſtom to wiem Cuſtom is due, Fear 
to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. And due it is, 
on the ſame account the People ſaid ro David, Thou 
art worth Ten Thouſand of ut, 2 Sam. 18. 3. So in pro- 
portion, the Service which Righteous, Wiſe and Faith- 
ful Officers do for the Publick, is v more than what 
many Labaurers can do by their Induſtry. Thus an [-- 
genious man often by a ſingle propoſal, doch ſave more 
to the Publick Treaſury ; or dire&y ro a metHod for 
gaining more than a Labourin g man can procure by his 
n 


duſtt in many years; the Yſe and Service of ſuch 


Men is beyond what the Vulgar can difcera : If their 
Service then be more in proportion, ſo ought their S- 
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port to be; but Guetouſneſs is a diſtemper that will not 
allow Tribute, to whom abr is wor 1inſuttatt 405 
2. Cevetouſneſs is a continual, greedy an a 

after Riches. (1. ) It is a conſtant, continual deſire, they 
covet alt the day long: theſe are of the daughters of the 
Horſeleech, crying, Give, give: Theſe Covrtous deſires are 
as the pxlſe of their Souls, never ceaſing ſo long as life 
laſts: Give, give, is their conſtant Tone. "The holy 
Prophet deſcribing the Covetous Rulers of [arl, faith, 
Hol. 4. 18. Her Rulers with ſhame love Give ye. Or het 
Shields love Give ye, which is a ſbame; b. e. Her Rulers, 
who ſhould be as Shields, and called Shields, P/al.47.8. 
Whoſe buſineſs it is to protect and defend thoſe who 
ate under their Rule, from the dangers to which th 
are expoſed; theſe love GIVE ye ; When the Oppreſſed, 
Diſtreſſed, and Expoſed, do with all humility repre- 
ſent their difficulties and dangers, with importunate 
deſires of defence; the anſwer is, GIVE ye: I ſhall 
be deaf to all your Petitions, unleſs you anſwer this 
firſt, GIVE, GIVE: 1 have a. Gratification ; this 
is their conſtant cry. (2.) 4 is a greedy deſire after 
Wealth ; they are greedy of filtly Incre : 1s denotes 
the eagerneſs and vehemence of the deſire. Covetouſ- 
neſs is that in Morals, which Phyſicians in Naturals, 
term a Canine Appetite ; they eat with greedineſs like 
Dogs. Thus the holy Prophet deſcribes the / atch- 
men of Iſratl: Watchmen were either EcUleſiaftical, or 
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men are Hind, they- are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
dogs that cannot bart, ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlum- 
ber; yea, they ave greedy dogs, which can never bave <= 
netegh, and they are Shepherds that cannot underfla: d, 
they all look to their own <ays, ny ore to hit gain 
from Hs quarter. Come ye ſay evill fetch cine, 
and <we will fill our ſelves with drink, and to morroto 
ſhall be as this day, and much more abundantly, Or, we 
read their greedy appetite deſcribed, Zeph, 3. 3. Her 
Princes within her, are roaring Lins; ber Judges are 
evening wolves, they me not the bones till the morning. 


Civil Rulers ; of ſuch he ſaith, Ifai.56.10. Her Watcb- 
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They are ſo dy, they leave nothing to be eaten 
on the AA — all * yet ſome 
of them are ſo conſiderate, zhey tear in pitces for their 
#Ybrelps ; the ſmall morſels they rend & tear from the poor 
And needy, muſt ſatisfy the Lions W helps, they flrargl- for 
#heir Lien'ſſes ; their Queens and their Concutines 
Bede white Carcoſes, the Plunder of Cities and Towns 
to prey upon ; they fill rheir Dens with ravin, their 
Rately Palaces are furniſhed and adorned, their Ma 
zines ſtored wirh the Spoils of Kingdoms. (3.) G 
©-touſneſs it an -miſatiabl» d ſire after Riches, they us ver 
ſay they have enough. It was obſcrved of old, that the 
love of Money increaſeth with the Enjoyment, and 
the Scripture confirms it; for it is written, Eccl. 5. 10. 
He that leveth ſilver, ſb & not be ſatisfied with ſlver ; 
mor he that Lwrth abundance with increaſe. It is part of 
the Curſe of God on Man for his Ay : It is juſt, 
that thoſe who ſorſake their own mercy, ſhould be left 
to obſerve, and purſue after Ly'ng Van lies, Jonah 2. 8. 
It is juſt, that thoſe who forſake the fourtam of living 
eaters, ſhould be left to the toyl and expence of 
Fewwing ont cifterns, broken ciſterns that can hold no water. 
Sometimes Perſons do project to fill the defires of the 
Covetous at once; hoping thereby to have ſome reſt from 
their demands, that they will ceaſe from their old cry, 
Sie, give ; but alas! they may as well think to quench 
the Fire with Oyl ; they do but put them into a capa- 
City to do them the more miſchief. Ar firſt with more 
modeſty they ſay, Give ye, but in a little time they 
ſay, you be Giz: ; they lay out what you give, to 
purchaſe rhe Opportunity, and to prepare, and ſhape 
the Tools to force open your locked Treaſures. Thy 
erlarge their drſive as H and as Death, they cannot be 
ſuti cd, Hab. 2. 5. never, never ſay, it is enough. 
(4 This ererdy and 'wiſatiable deſire iſſues in à ſullen 
diſcontent if they ave diſat pointed. They wander up and 
own for mrat, and grudge if they are not ſatisfied, Pfal. 
$59. 15. They are like that Ahab, that covetous A- 
eb, who went o His bade hear and diplenſud, tying down 
INE LIL | 9 
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Tuus are their minds emplo 
minds call them up to action. 
and ſet up Iate, and eat the bread of forrows ; bercaving 
themſelves of * of Life, that they may per- 
hy, A 
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an bis bed, turning away bis face, and would eat no Bread, 25 


becauſe Naloth denied him his Vineyaid, 1 Kings 
21. 4 Or, they are like thoſe falſe Prophets men- 
tioned, Mic. 3. 3. F any put not into their maths, 
they ever prepare way againſt them. They are full of Cur- 
ſing, nes; and will employ all their little 
Emiſſaries to defame, hurt and deſtroy thoſe who ob- 
ſtruct their unjuſt gain: if they once get them into 
their Chnches, they will deal with them like thoſe 
tes mentioned, Prov. 1. 12. Swallow them up alive - 

e the Graue, and while, as thoſe that go dun ts the 
Pit. | | 2 
3. Covetouſmeſs empliyeth the whole man, and i his 
imtereſts, to obtain their deſires. The Golden Ball is be- 
fore them, they will ftretch forth, preis forward, run 
ſwiftly, and expoſe themſelves to utmoſt perils, to ob- 
tain it. (1) I em leyeth their minds : vetous men 
have their hearts exerciſed with cov-tous practices, 2 Pet. 


2. 14. They are intent on getting gain; they have 


mary ſubril artifices and devices to manage; ſomę- 
times they are contriving, to remove obſtructions; 
ſometimes to prevent diſcovery, that they may act with 

feerecy, that they may not be miſti ſdmetimes 

in ſupplanting their Rivals; ſometimes in finding out, 
and ſha ing Tools to be uſed in their Service; and 
when a things are ready, to know the beſt *r 
and fitteſt ſeaſons for accompliſhment, They ſpend 
many waking Hours in imagining miſchief Aon their 
beds. As the abundance of the Rich will not ſuffer them 
to ſleep ; ſo the hungry, greedy appetite of the Cv tout. 

not 


| gnawing with anx1ous cares ) will not permit them to 


lcep ; they muſt reſolve theſe Queſtions : I hat þ: 
T eat ? Wiz It T drink? Wiherewith ſb 1 te eb 


e? Or, tow jb It T increaſe my Treafuv.s before they 


(2.) Their iy 


can give ep to their eyes, 8 to their cye· bids. 
ey muſt riſe up carly, 


orm 
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form their enterprize. 'The holy Prophet thus de- « 
ſcribes their induſtry, That they GK TEY with both 30 
Hands earneſtly, the Prince asketh, and the Fudge askrth ye 
| for @ Reward, and the Great Man he uttereth his miſchie- of 
von device ; and ſo they wrap it up, or twiſt it together; (1 
| -- taking as much pains as thoſe who twiſt Cables of the 
13 largeſt Dimenſions; they will ſpare no pains to effect v 
= ret (3.) Cov:touſn'ſs not or:ly employ their Per- 9, 
1 s, but. their Credit, their Friends and their Purſes, to ki 
gf more gain. They miſtake, who think Covetous Per- fe 
ſons are always niggardly : They will make very ex- WW 1 
penſive Feaſts, when they know how to make others i G 
y, the Reckoning. They employ their C ildren,their m 
N ts, their Neigbbours, their ; 68-3 their Friends, il C 
with all others who come under their Influence, to ſerve 1 
in ſeveral Stations, and by various Methods: Some fl 
10 

n 

C 

Us 
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ir 
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Tools they ſhape by flattery and fawning; ſome b 
frowns _ 7 wack ſome wuſt ſerve — by a 
ing and praiſing them; ſome by their Pens, and ſome 
by their Purſcs; and to'them Gain is ſweet, out of 
Whatever it be extracted. 


OQueſt. 2. Who may be termed Men Eating Covetouſucſs ? 


Anſ. 1. Thoſe vho ſtudying the Hely Scriptures, have the tl 
| fame thoughts and reſentment of this Sin, and of thoſe who 11 
are under the dominion of it, the Scripture doth require. n 
It is the advice of the Bleſied Jeſus; Take beed and b 
| Beqvaye of Covetouſneſs ; And all his true Diſciples ob- I of 
ſi ſerve that caution. Cove:ous Men are ſometimes by M « 
| their Flatterers, termed thrif'y, frugal, ſparing, good I te 
| . HJusbands ; they are Men of fine parts, and great abili- 0. 
ies, only a little too ſelfiſh ; too much ſet upon the Ih 
World: But what faith the Scripture ? Ir ſaith, Eph. In 
| 3. Gvetouſneſs, It it not be once named amo of you, as Wn 
| "eas Saints ; q. d. Covetouſneſꝭ is an evil ſo hate- BB z/ 
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ful to God, ſo directly oppoſite to the whole tenoyr If V 
of the Goſpel, to the terms, the * ; and to the Ir. 
xe Holy Jeſus; that 


you 


dleſled pattern and example of 
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yon ought to abſtain from the very appearance of it 3 
that there may not, from the leaſt degree of it in 
you, be any occaſion to mention it; and never ſpeak. 
of it without abhorrence. But conſider, further, 
(J.) When the Holy Scriptures give the Characters 
of thoſe who are excluded from the Kingdom of Hea- 


9, 10. Arow yr not that the unrig ttecus ſball not inherit the 
lin gdom of Ged, be not deceived, --— noy theives, nor Gove- 
cus: No whoremorger, nor Civ tous man, who is an ido- 
later, hath any inberitance in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of 
God, * 5. 5. (2.) Gretons men are numbred a- 
8 ſe ſcandalous Sinners who are not meet for 
Chriſtian Communion, Society, or Converſe ; but to be 
ſhunned as if infected with the Plague. F ary man 
a that is called a brother, be a fornicator, or Covetous, &c. 
ö with ſuch an one no not to eat. W the holy A poſtle 
. menticns (w:th” rears) the Enemies of the Croſs of 
> I Chrift, the Covrices are among them: HW ho glory in their 
tf BW ame, who mind cart iy thirgs, Phil. 3. 18, 19, 
(4) Whea the Evils are mentioned that ſhall abound 
in the latter days, and render the times perilous, the 
Covetcues are in the front: Aer ſb Il be lars of them- 
ſclv:s, Cuctous. (5.) Yea, they are numbred with 
be I thoſe who are given up to a Reprobate mind; as men 
bo I filling up the meaſure of their Sins, whoſe judgment 
e. now of a long time li g-eth not, and their damnation ſlum- 
ud brech not: Men the neareſt to Hell of any on this fide 
5- of it, being . d with all woos, fornication 
Yy KM wickedneſs, e Rom. 1. 29. hoſe then I 
od term Men Hating Covetouſneſs, who upon all ſuitable 
li- occaſions, do teſtifie their abhorrence of this evil, as 
he I hateful ro God, deſtructive to the Intereſt of Chriſtia- 
h. I buy, and pernicious to Human Society: Theſe will 
as WW nt have mens Perſons in admiration becauſe of adwan- 
te- Ne,: But beholding their face in the glaſs of the 
wr Word; look on them as the moſt deformed Monſters 
he Fretending to Chriſtianity, _ 


2. By 


ven, the C vctous are numbred among them. 1 Cor. 6. | 
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2. By men hating Govetouſneſs, I intend thoſe who 
are of a free generous, noble, Princely Spirit, re- 
ſembling the Children of a King, yea, the King of 
Kings ; thoſe Heaven-born Souls, who bear the Image 
of their Heavenly Father, «<vho makes his Sun to riſe on 
the evil, and on the good; and ſendeth Rain on the juſt, and 
on the unjuſt, Mat 4. 45. Men that are Good, that 
deviſe good, and do good. Men known in the Gates to 
be Men of a Publick Spirit; Men that ſcorn to Lackqwey 
after the ſordid Humours of the Covetous, though 
cloathed with Purple, and riding in Chariot. Men v 
love their Country, value their Priviledges above Gold. 
Men who deſerve Mordecai's Character, accepted of the 
mul:itude of bis Brethren, ſeeking the wealth of kit People, 
and ſpeaking peace to all bis feed, Efth. 10. 3. 


| 

] 

Queſt. 3. Wy ought there to he ſo much care to Chuſe 

Hen laing Coveteuſneſs, for Putlick Officers ? , 

Anſ. 1. Gvetous Ain *&ill do no good to the Publik BY 

B. c. they have no real, direct intentions to ſerve the 

Publick Intereſt: They often by accident, and by ſerr- , 

ing their own Intereſt, do ſome good; but this ie not © , 
their deſign. You may as well expect the Stream will 

. iſe above the Fountain, as think that Covetous Men - 

* 

N 

2 


will act above the principle of ſelf love. ; this is the 

firſt ſpring of action, and this their center: Here 
their thoughts, deſigns, cares and endeayeurs termi- 
nate. [ wilt be Rich, FINS: 
| Anſ. 2. Gwetous men will Finder others from doing good, 5 
| they hate thoſe who are of a Publick Spirit: the I N 
| know their propoſals will interfere with their private 
; Intereſt; therefore they will what they can, blaſt their g 
reputation, find fault with their Schemes for the Pub- 7 
"lick Service; they will to the utmoſt of their power, I fn 
by themſelves and Agents, ſtop, clog, hinder, obſtruct; 
and if poſſible, ſubvert and overthrow whatever may 
thwart their private Intereſt. - A, | 
Anſ. 3. Guetens men 4will do much kurt to the Pnblick 
For, (1) Tneir predominant principle influe 5 
n then 
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them thereto ; for the love of money is the root 


| all 'vil, 
| Many fooliſh and hurtful lu 


1 Tim. 6. 10. t fpring 
from this root, ſuch as Lying, Faud, Cheating, Bribery, 
, &c. Beſides, it 2 to all other ſins that 
may ſubſerve this great deſign of money. 
What will a Gvetous man ſtick at to accompliſh his 
defign? They are Time ſervers, and Men-pleaſers, 
and will turn with every wind: They often proſti- 
tute: themſelves to the greateſt abominations in com- 
pliance with the luſts of men, in order to obtain 
their end. It will make Princes the companion of 
T. Iſa. 1.23. (2) There is nothing will ob- 
or hinder them, they will break all bonds, 
both Sacred and Civil, rather than be reſtrained 
from getting Money. Indeed they will ſeem to be Re- 
ligious, it ma be boaſt of their Converſion to God, 
and their aſſurance ↄf an Heavenly Inheritance; and 


art from 
he aortas | 


They will 
their Prince, and correſpond with 
w many Cities, and Strong 
Holds have been delivered up! how many Free-born 
Subjects have been bought and fold like Slaves, to 
ſatisſie the greedy appetite of the Gwetows. No priu- 
ciples of Honour will oblige them, they will not 
ſpare their neareſt Relations, they will be url to 
their own fb; they ui ſprak you fair, and Batter 
with their lips, when war is in their hearts: they will 
pretend to kiſs, when they deſign to ſmite under the 
Miß rib, 1 Sam. 20. 10. There can be no true friend- 


ſup 
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ſhip with a Coverous man, he will betray his moſt 
intimate Friend for a little Money. Covetous men 
will do much hurt co the Publick, (1.) By their Ex- 
ample. Covetouſheſs is a very ſpreading Evil When 
Men ſee others thrive, proſper, ſucceed in the World, 
grow rich and abound, they enquire into their Me- 
thods, hoping for the like Succels ; and ſo they teach 
the wicked ones their ways, Jer. 2. 33. (2.) By their 
Influence ; according to the extent hereof, Covetous 
men will make a prey of the careleſs, fooliſh and ig- 
norant ; but will make uſe of the crafiy, as tools to 
ferve their deſign ; they therefore enquire after ſuch 
as are tet, but indigent ; theſe muſt be diſpoſed into 
ſeveral Under-Offices, in divers Stations : Now theſe 
Creatures are often under cruel Bondage; they 
ave their Debts to pay, their Families to maintain, 
and a proportion to pay unto their Employers. What 
courſe muſt they take? To complain of their bard 
Terms, is to loſe their Livelibood ; to diſcloſe the Intreagne, 
is the way to ruin; the only way is to grind the faces 
of the Poor, to uſe artifices to filch from the Publick, 
and by ſach Methods, Poverty comes on. a People like an 
armed Man: They hardly know whence the miſchief 
doth ariſe; only they find themſelves in a deep On- 
ſumption, paſt cure. So pernicious, hurtfal and de- 
ſtructive are Cvetaus men to the Publick Intereſt. 


Inaſmuch as my deſign in treating on this Subject, 
was in a peculiar manner, for the Service of this 
Town : I ſhall in the APPLICATION humbly offer 
my Advice in three Particulars. 


1. Let us be wery thankful ſor the Priviledges we 
A | 
2. Lat ws higkly prize and value them 
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3. Maniſeſi that value, by chuſing Men hating Goetouſ- my 
neſs, to the ſeveral Offices at your diſpoſe. wi 
Adexce i. Let this Town be very thankful for the I** 


gh the 
vour 


Mercies and Privilcdges it doth yet enjoy, thro 
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your of our Gracious God: Wie wie conſider the 
by be voking Evils that have been, and ſtill art 

. e mult acknowledge, 7 hat it, is, of the Lord's 
M1 tht we. are not c med This Toun is ame- 
nument of the N forbearance and long-tuffer> 


of God : been oonſumed and laid in Aſhes 
5 not the * 


mercięs of God preyented ; Many 4 
may we now ſay, had not God beim on e fed, the E>. 
2 ba ve [wallowed us quick ; the proud Waters. 
£01 e over ou Sa; oy, * *d. be Gad, aue larb not 
9 79 to their Our foul is rſcaprd” as a 
oat of 22 nare of the prog the ſnare is broken, ar 

ny Our hdþ Bagg the nope of hs Lord, who" 
eee and path Pſal, 124. Let us conifider, v wy 
Tons, Holds (the Maſter- 
es of Art) have —— ſhanered, beaten down; con- 
by fire, plundered and ravaged, during the long 
per. yet this Town preſerved; noGalley;withOars, + 
+ Gallarit Sh1 pap beth ſhot a Bullet, nor Bomb againſt” 
; this is the C Low, cond it to be 
marvellous in our eyes; we ought to call upon our 
Sduls, and all wirhin us to — praiſes to God, = 
praiſes, for he hath done great things for us, where 
— are glad, and Bl. d be bis glorious name. But e 

W er poly! peed preſerved 3 We enjoy many mercics, we ae 
ally Io oaden with benefirs, we have a great meaſure cf 

health, peace and plenty, while others are conſumed” 
by e Sword, 2 and Peſtilence; the L deal- 
ei Nee with ws. To all this, (1.) We enjoy 
out Sacred Prixiledges ; 4 we have liberty to W 


oof Be Hats Dov. in the wars of bis ee, 
is Ho ay, in t own nt 5 
ang Bone m be afraid. 1 45 


e have faithful Mill 
inffraRing us in the great Myſteries, of the Goſpel, 
the things that concern our peace; ä 
a to warn us of our danger, and calling us to Re- 
penance and Reformation: Watchmen that Pray fer 
elfate, ſaying as Pſal. 122: 3. Peace be, within #by © 
with, proſperity wil, thy poles for 8 


woe 
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s ſake, I will now 1. . ninth be be- 

+ wv the Houſe the i 4 od, I will ſeek t 
2 4 n e many famous Churches, 6% h 

15 and diſperſed, there is none to break 
the Bread of Life to them, there is a Famine, not of Bread, 
but of hearing the Word of the Lord ; they wander from 
Sea to Sea, and from the North even to the Eaft, they run 
to and fro to zel the Word of the Lord, and cannot find it, 
Amos 8 are many of the precious Sons of 
4 Zion murthered in the moſt barbarous manner ? many 
n ; and many diſperſed ihto the 
ſeveral Quarters of t Earth, and Children 
brought up in Popiſh Idolatry ; and we have a full 
2 of precious ladvantages, though ſo bar- 

and unfruittul under them : It is from rich and 
== Grace ; let us remember whence we are fal- 
repent and do vur firſt works. bran: 
Gwil Liberties. It is a fayour, that there are 
many of the Children the Town (as well as others) 
who ſeek the good thereof, and that are well-qualified 
for PFublick Service in divers Stations; and that the 
Town hath liberty to Chuſe ſuch into Office. Let. us 
* conſider many there are who once had very great Pri- 
of this ſort; but they have been wreſted out 
A of their hands by force, or ſtollen from them by cun- 
po 1 bn are now but Vaſlals, daily 
as a prey to hungry, greedy, r Officers, who op- 
preſs them in all their — Liberty and Pro- 
perty is taken away ; nem any nk ſo 2 that 
they can hardly y a Foot of Land, or any of their 
Goods ane that + Sh But bleſſed be the 


God, who hath freed us from ſuch Oppreſſors. And 
let us not et to be thanktul for the QUEEN's moſt 


Excellent Majeſty, daily __ tor Her long Life 


and Proſperity, under whoſe Influence we Enjoy ſuch 
precious advan 


Adv. 2. Let us prize and value . Ae b | 
e As the Conſtitu 
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t the Inhabitants of Boſton is N. E. t 
tion of the Engliſh Government, is juſtly eſteemed the 
moſt excellent in the Earth; the Priviledges of 'Znglib 
men the greateſt ; ſo it hath coſt much Blood & Trea- 
ſure to ſecure them fromGeneration to Generation. The 
Glorious God hath marvellouſly preſerved them; and 
ſhatl we diſregard them? What home-born Slaves 
ſhall we deſerve to be, if we do not value them. 
They ought to be treated. with nation, who 
would perſwade People they are worth: 
they intend e and are 


like thoſe crafty Traders mentioned, Prov. 20. 14. 1 
t naught, it is ſaith the Buyer, but <vhen he is 


lit <vay, then. he boafteth ; and ſo will theſe triumph 
— 2 d pat upon. 
Adv. 3. Manifeſt your value for your Priviledges, by 
9508 men hating Gvetouſneſs into all ſuch Pablick - 


and Stations as are at your diſpoſe. Conſider, 


Our Fw if wo fewey; ie oy RC 
ed to 


a Govetous man: They are uſually timo- 
rous and fearful, they are Fonents abd” Thane. 
ence them to accept a good proffer w cnted - 
by them that know how to make the .adva „Ir 
is impoſſible to conceive the miſchiefs done by the 
Covetous. How many Cities, Towns, and tries 
have been ht and fold by the Covetous. Whence 
had the French their Glory ? but by Penſioners in 
the ſevera!\Neighbouring Countries, who expoſed Pri- 
viledges to Sale, whereby he had the opportunity to 
ſeize the Effects? And is not this one great end of 
this long and expenſive War, (which hath coſt many 
millions - of treaſure ; and hundreds of thouſand Lives) 
to make him refund which he purchaſed fo clandeſ- 
tiaely ? (2) Men hat ng Groctouſneſs will do much Strvice : 


I intend not this Qualification, exclufive of others, bur 


in ion; even able Men, Men fearing God, Men 
of truth, hating Covetouſheſs; this Generous principle, 
will diſpoſe them to employ all their Talents and In- 
tereſts to Serve the as © They will have a _— 


* Jad N 


b N the Covetous, they From: their Foun 
85 are Aways Nutte ;lubtil artifices. to 

Oh 175 ublick ; and therefore wi Endearaurito pre- 
Vent them. S the Publick Good lyin ing near 
te bearts of theſe, they will be 4 Pes 
| ng. coneciving 8 to promote it, vx. To re- 
rm the Manner gf the 'Fown,; To prevent Nuſan- 


85 and Inconveniencies; to e. and 2 | 


late, and increaſe t ade of it; to relieve 
00 ar: } the Pen, ang to e the diſardes] ** AS 
oy AS : ef power, extends. And beſides all this, will 
1 of a 55 e Comridarig of their 
on,to the Charge. (3) Men bating 
. 2005 not 55 kick Sore i the Pub lick, but 
1 . Expence. Here ve. may ,obſerve, 
t] There are ind ed 421 0 e Taq, which 
uvalified M. en ought to atten out ure regard to the 
ht Good, [2 Nanhers of che Bal Polinck ; ; with- 
out | expe pectipg a Sal ary. Men bating Corcroulack 
ſerve the = Town in ach Capacities, readily, chear- 


3 LD ought to be treated with 

1 Gr loved and YE r ie Fidelity. It is 

= 10 conſider what py Uſage ſuch have ſome- 
er wW 


If 2. There are other Officers in ti Town, who joy 
A Support ſuitable to their Stations and 
1 4 -F. to Chuſe Men hating Covetoulneſs into ſuch 
875 and Employ ments: On this account, That 14 
do moſt Good, 25 aft Gange: Which will ap- 
pear £1 we conſider, 
(1.) That "thoſe who Chuſe Perſons into Publick 
Offices, whether Eccl:ſcaftical or Coil, oaght 10 pro- 
vide for their Subſiſtance to ſuch a degree, that they, 


wy diligently and chearſully qiterd on that Sn ce to Which. 


call them. This is their due by the Laws of God 
and Man ; to deny or with-hold it, is to contradict 
4 of the Erſt dictates of the Law of Nature ; there- 


_ fire ks may E on to expect ind depend upon it. 
(2. Men 


„% Rs. 7 Ro __ 


Ke e ooo. e ee 


| * * 3 
wo the Jabalit aut N houan in N. E. ** 
Coretguſneſs will be «content , 
I 1 bound. and limit to- their de- 


* 
- 


* 
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| 

they haye ty : I ſee it in their coſtly & e 

4 arhs, their Encly Fabricks, their rich Furniture 
: 

$ 

7 

0 


z I no remedy ; but may ſet down bewailing their foll 
y in Chaos more Than was meet. I beſcech = 
a to conſider what miſchief & men may do in thei 
ſeveral Offices and Stations ; ſome by alſe Entries, de- 
k facing, or akering of Records ; by ng of Treaſure ;, 
» I by unjuſt Rates, and cruel Exactions, by denying to 
y. , or ſelling of Yates ; and by innumerable | 
h and ſubtil devices; and you will perceive they are 
d dangerous men, and to be avoided; they are often 
& Las ve term them) ſober meu, and nothing to be ob- 
e- jected, ſave only in the matter of 2 „they 
it. vill pretend to ſave Charges, but are of all men 


2 ad 
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Service, and part with rich advantages 

F Wer ſtay a few hours from 
i - their own Intereſt. 
I Conclude with one Conſideration more, which 
ES. - would afford matter for a long Diſcourſe: Viz. To 
me what miſchicf Covetous men do in Churches. 
Where Church-Officers are greedy of filthy — 
i, and the Body of the Community with the 
dame evil; is nothing . where Covetouſ- 
nes reigns, If Church-Rulers are Covetous, t 

will un, flatter, and comply with the luſts of 


=.» 


— — — — MM — 


14 | 
oy” 1 A at _—_ 4. ee eil 
SES. C. cople are Covetous, 
„ | pM he rs to innumerable difficulties and 
PW - em ; divert them from their Duty, or ſo cl 
. f as diſpi ited and diſcouraged men wi 
if 3 deo 1 no ice. It is ſo contrary to the 
900 dboſe who are under the power of it, 


* 


Ws OE 
1 , the love of the Father is not in him : 
* . .- are Spots and Blemiſhes; they 
OE ove the Holy S pirit of God, quench his motions, 
bien to r from that People; and provoke 
* to give them up to ſfrong deluſions. 


en thus helped to leave a plain Teſti- 

wa Covetouſack ; through Grace I will a- 
I leaving it go the Hleſſing of God; and 
lie Advice of our Lord Jeſus, Lukc. 
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